
 

 

 
For immediate release Monday 4 May 2020  
THE NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM GAINS MUSEUM ACCREDITATION  
 
The National Vietnam Veterans Museum has gained Accreditation by the Australian 
Museums and Galleries Association Victoria. A professional panel of museum experts 
has made a final assessment and compiled a positive report on the museum’s 
operations. The National Vietnam Veterans Museum has met set criteria from the 
National Standards for Australian Museums and Galleries and joins the 79 Victorian 
museums, galleries and collecting organisations Accredited in Victoria.  
 
The National Vietnam Veterans Museum has unique beginnings, having initially been 
conceived by John and Krishna Methvan as a travelling ‘mobile museum’ trailer which toured 
Australia in an effort to reach out to soldiers and to promote a broader understanding of the 
Vietnam War. The museum moved to its permanent home in Newhaven on Phillip Island in 
2007 and remaining true to its vision, has continued to support service men and women and 
their families by interpreting the enduring impact of the war on society. The museum’s 
collection ranges from helicopters and tanks to oral histories and the ballot marbles used in 
selecting birth dates for National Service. Staff and volunteers remain dedicated to creating 
informative and engaging visitor experiences based on the extensive collection now under 
their care. 
 
The Accreditation panel were impressed with the range of activities the museum carries out 
as part of the broader community and its continued commitment to service men and women 
and their families, in particular the creation of a commemorative garden space for 
remembrance and contemplation.   
 
The Victorian-based Museum Accreditation Program (MAP) is now in its 27th year and is run 
by Australian Museums and Galleries Association Victoria, the professional association for 
the museum and gallery sector. There are currently 79 Accredited cultural organisations and 
a further 5 working towards this goal. To become Accredited the museum spent 4-5 years 
developing procedures and policies, and practice to meet recognised museum standards.  
 
Simone Ewenson Co-Manager, Museum Accreditation Program, Australian Museums and 
Galleries Association Victoria, says, “We are pleased to recognize the many years of hard 
work undertaken by the museum founders and supporters to reach this level of museum 
practice and their commitment to ongoing improvement.  MAP looks forward to sharing 
future successes with them”.   

Further information: 
The National Vietnam Veterans Museum is located at  
 https://www.vietnamvetsmuseum.org/ 
 
The Museum Accreditation Program 
https://amagavic.org.au/museum_accreditation_program 
 
 
 

http://www.mavic.asn.au/
https://www.vietnamvetsmuseum.org/
https://amagavic.org.au/museum_accreditation_program


For all media enquiries please contact:  
Australian Museums and Galleries Association Victoria  
Telephone: 03 8341 7344 or email: info@amagavic.org.au 
 
 
Notes for editors:  
Australian Museums and Galleries Association Victoria was established as the peak body for 
museums in Victoria in 1994. Our 1,000+ museums include galleries, science centres, 
Indigenous keeping places, historical societies, historic houses, botanic gardens, zoos, 
aquaria, cultural centres, and archaeological monuments. Two-thirds of these are volunteer-
run. Community museums care for an estimated 8 million objects in Victoria. We support 
and advocate for the development of quality museums, collections care, knowledge and 
specialised skills, and support the creative industries with key initiatives including the 
Museum Accreditation Program and Victorian Collections, the online portal to our State’s 
cultural treasures: https://amagavic.org.au/ and www.victoriancollections.net.au 
 
For an interactive map of Victoria’s Accredited museums:  
https://amagavic.org.au/museum_accreditation_program/victorias-accredited-museums 
 
The Museum Accreditation Program is funded by Creative Victoria and the Ross Trust 
Fund. 
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